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CMAT September 2012 Analysis 

 

CMAT September lived up to the expectations set by CMAT February. Tests were held from 27.09.2012 to 

01.10.2012 with two examination slots per day. As usual 180 minutes was allotted for 100 questions— 

more than sufficient time to go through all the questions spread across four sections.  There was no 

section-wise time limit—one could use the time for attempting questions in a non-sequential way so as to 

maximize his/her score. There were four marks for each correct answer and one negative mark for a 

wrong attempt.  

 

Just like in the CMAT held in February, a student’s performance in Language Comprehension and General 

Awareness would be a key differentiator since the other two sections (Quantitative Techniques & Data 

Interpretation and Logical Reasoning) featured doable questions of easy to moderate difficulty. Let’s take 

a closer look at how these sections played out over the five days. 

 

While the actual breakdown of questions varied from slot to slot and from day to day, what follows is a 

composite breakdown of questions this time around in CMAT for each section. 

 

 

Type of Questions Number 

of 

questions 

Maxim

um 

Marks 

Pattern Difficulty 

Quantitative 

Techniques & 

Data 

Interpretation 

25 100 Mostly arithmetic and algebra with 2-3 

questions from each of Modern Maths, 

Geometry/ Mensuration/Coordinate 

geometry, and DI/DS 

Easy-

Moderate 

Logical Reasoning 25 100 20-21 questions of Mathematical Reasoning 

and 4-5 questions of Verbal Reasoning 

Easy-

Moderate 

Language 

Comprehension 

25 100 4-6 questions on Critical Reasoning, 

2-3 Summary questions, 4-5 questions on 

Vocabulary, and 5-6 questions on short 

passages with one question per passage. 

Moderate 

-Difficult 

General 

Awareness 

25 100 Mostly static GK along with business 

awareness, art and culture, books and 

authors, awards and recognitions.  

Moderate

-Difficult 

 

 

Quantitative Techniques & Data Interpretation 

 

Quantitative Techniques:  There were 2-4 questions on Number Systems; most students could attempt 

these without too much trouble. Most slots also featured a question on simplification (BODMAS).  

 

The 8 odd questions on Arithmetic were very simple and featured 1-2 questions on some or all of the 

following topics—Ratio/Proportion, Percentage, Profit/Loss/Discount, Compound Interest, 

Average/Mixture/Alligation/ Replacement, Time-Speed-Distance and Time-Work.   

The 6 odd questions in Algebra featured 1-2 questions from the following areas—Polynomials, Linear 

Equation, Quadratic Equation, Inequality, Arithmetic Progression/Geometric Progression, Functions, Set 

Theory. 
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There were 3-4 simple questions on Geometry/Mensuration/Coordinate Geometry.  

  

There 2-3 questions of Modern Math (probability and permutation/combination) in most slots. Questions 

were on the easier side. 

 

Data Interpretation/Data Sufficiency: Roughly 3 questions spread over data sufficiency, DI (Tabular/ Bar 

graph), and Data Comparison questions. Questions were very simple and did not involve lengthy 

calculations. 

Logical Reasoning 

 

 

Mathematical (Analytical) reasoning formed the majority of questions in this section.  Depending on the 

slot, there were 2-5 questions on Linear Arrangement, 1-2 questions each of Circular arrangement, 

Distribution, Comparison, Selections, Blood Relations. Number/Letter Series, Coding/decoding, Cube 

/Dice Based, Mathematical, Calendars, Visual Reasoning. In addition, there were 1-2 puzzles. Most of the 

questions were easy to moderate difficulty and could be easily scored in. 

 

Verbal reasoning had 4-5 easy to moderate difficulty questions including Deductive Logic, Cause and 

effect, Course of action, Strong/Weak arguments, Statement Assumption and Statement Conclusion 

questions. 

 

General Awareness 

 

The section on General Awareness was primarily dominated by static GK with around 10 – 12 questions. 

The questions were not very archaic with some even being from instances of everyday observation and 

knowledge. There were about 1 – 2 questions on the Economy and 4 – 5 questions on Business 

Awareness. The remaining 6 – 8 questions were from among Sports, Art and culture, Books and authors 

and Awards and recognition – with there being about 1 – 3 questions from each of these.  

 

 

Language Comprehension 

 

Considered across slots the language comprehension section was moderate to difficult. The vocabulary 

section comprised about 6 – 8 questions from among Fill in the blanks, Idioms, Parajumbles, Synonyms 

(direct and contextual), Odd one out, Matching word definition and meaning, Word jumble and Analogy. 

 

The exam did not see many questions from Grammar with the odd question on identifying errors or 

choosing the grammatically correct sentence. 

 

There were about 5 – 7 questions on Reading Comprehension passages. The passages were short, about 

120 – 150 words, followed by a single question about tone, title, inference or likely source of the passage. 

Para completion and Summary accounted for another 3 – 5 questions. 

 

Critical Reasoning across all slots featured about 6 – 8 questions. The passages were about 150 words. 

Some of the questions in this section were modified GMAT questions. 

 

 

Given the overall difficulty level a good score in this paper would be in the range of 280 – 300. 


